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What is Eidu-l Aḍḥā? 

Salam. Islam sanctioned the celebration of only two religious festivals: Eidu-l Fiṭr and Eidu-l 

Aḍḥā. When the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) came to Medina, after the Hijrah from Makka, he found the 

people there playing and making merry on certain days. When he (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) asked them about it, 

they said that they have been used to doing it since Jāhilliyah (Pre-Islamic Ignorance) days. The 

Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) instructed them, saying “Allah has replaced them with better days—Eidu-l Fiṭr and 

Eidu-l Aḍḥā” (Reported by Abu Dawud).  

Aḍḥā, in Arabic, is closely related to “early morning hours” (ḍuḥā) and “sacrifice.” It occurs on 

the 10th Dhu-l Hijjah, during the Hajj season. Muslims performing Hajj proper do not celebrate 

Eidu-l Aḍḥā because they are preoccupied with pilgrimage rituals, whereas Muslims who are 

not performing Hajj commemorate it.  

Eidu-l Aḍḥā celebration involves two main things: 

a) Ṣalātu-l Eid  

b) Animal sacrifice (uḍḥiyyah or qurbāni).  

The Eid prayer is the same for Fiṭr and Aḍḥa, consisting of 2 raka’s with 12 extra takbīrāt, 7 of 

which are done in the 1st rak’ah before recitation of al-Fātiḥa and the other 5 in the 2nd rak’a 

before recitation of al-Fātiḥa. Some mosques may do it somewhat differently, so follow imam’s 

wherever you may pray it. Ṣalātu-l Eid, which should be done soon after sunrise preferably, is 

followed by a khutba of 2 parts. On Eid day, one bathes and puts on finest clothes, and eats 

(because it is haram to fast on Eid) and goes to the place of congregational prayer (masjid or 

musalla) one way and return another way, following the Sunnah.  

The animal sacrifice (uḍḥiyyah or qurbāni) is done soon after the Eid prayer and not before it, 

choosing among cattle or goat/sheep, which should be healthy, well fed, and have no defects. 

To do it is Sunnah, which is the majority and stronger view, although some believe it is 

compulsory. A cow can be divided into 7 equal shares by those offering it as sacrifice, whereas a 

goat or sheep constitutes 1 share. Uḍḥiyyah or qurbāni can be done per individual or on behalf 

of a household. The reward for it is tremendous: every grain of hair of the sacrificial animal 

carries a reward (hasana) (Reported by Ibn Majah). The one who intends to do uḍḥiyyah or 

qurbāni should abstain from cutting his hair or nails, as reported in hadith, from the 1st until 

10th Dhu-l Hijja after the Eid prayer. Uḍḥiyyah or qurbāni starts on 10th Dhu-l Hijja but can be 

extended to the 13th, during the period known as ayyām at-tashrīq (11th, 12th, & 13th Dhu-l 

Hijjah. During this period the dhikr (allahu akbar, allahu akbar, lā ilaha ill Allah, allahu akbar, 

allahu akbar, wa li Allah al-ḥamd – “Allah is the Greatest! None is worthy of worship except 

Allah! Allah is the Greatest! To Allah belongs all praise!”) is recited loud after every farḍ prayer, 

ending on the 13th Dhu-l Hijjah.  



Eidu-l Aḍḥā is preceded by the Arafat fast on 9th Dhu-l Hijjah, which is Sunnah and carries the 

reward of 2 years of small sins forgiven—the past year and the year to come, as reported in 

authentic hadith.  

The plague COVID19 has affected the way Muslims all over the world observe, celebrate, and 

commemorate Eidu-l Aḍḥā this year, as most mosques remain close as well as slaughter houses 

to do the animal sacrifice, except for a few places. Allah knows best. Like everything else in 

creation, the plague is governed by Allah’s qaḍā and qadar, that is, His predestination. He sends 

it on Earth recurrently, touching people in different ways—a punishment for some, a 

warning/wake-up call for others to acknowledge His oneness and worship Him without 

partners, and a special mercy—the reward of martyrdom—for believers who may become 

infected or die by it. Believers should be patient in Islamic faith and practice in these trying 

times, which might get worse, hopeful in Allah’s reward, adhere to best health protocols (e.g. 

wearing masks in public, social distancing, washing hands frequently, etc.), staying informed 

with facts and science on the issue, and keep Islamic Tawḥīd perspective, knowing that nothing 

befalls you except if Allah wills it. May Allah protect and guide us always, ameen! 


