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“Visit the sick, feed the hungry, and free the 

captive,” said the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) 

(Reported by al-Bukhārī). The Prophet’s 

 command is known, but visiting the (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)

sick has become, unfortunately, a derelict 

duty in the Muslim community. We visit 

our parents, children, or relatives when 

they become ill, but we seldom visit our 

sick fellow brothers and sisters we tend to 

neglect them. We should make visiting the 

sick a good practice in our community. 

1.  Excellence of Visiting the Sick: 

a) ‘Alī (May Allah be please with him!) 

narrated that he heard the Messenger of 

Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) say, “When a Muslim visits his 

brother Muslim, he walks in a garden of 

Paradise until he sits. And when he sits, 

mercy covers him; and if it is morning 

time, 70,000 angels pray for him until 

evening time; and if it is evening time, 

70,000 angels pray for him until morning 

time” (Reported by Aḥmad & Ibn Māja). 

b)  The Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, 

“Verily a Muslim, when he visits his 

fellow Muslim, he continues to be in a 

garden of Janna (Paradise) until he 

returns” (Reported by Aḥmad, Muslim, 

& al-Tirmidhī). 

c)  “Whoever visits a sick person, a 

caller calls out from the heaven: ‘You 

have pleased him and your path shall be 

pleasant, and you shall occupy an abode 

in Janna’” (Reported by al-Tirmidhī & 

Ibn Māja). 

2. Legal Status of Visiting the Sick: 

It is clear from the above āḥādīth (sing. 
ḥadīth) that visiting the sick is an Islamic 

duty, but is it wājib (“compulsory”), 

sunna (“recommended”), or mubāḥ 

(“permissible”)? Scholars differ.  

LEGAL OPINIONS: 

i) The majority of scholars hold 

that visiting the sick is Sunna. 

ii) Imam al-Bukhārī held that it is 

wājib.  

iii) “It is possible,” said Ibn Baṭṭāl, 

“that it might be wājib al-kifāya 

(or farḍ al-kifāya, that is, 

compulsory upon the community  

but not upon each and every 

member, as in the case of 

feeding the hungry and freeing 

the prisoner of war.” 

PREFERRED VIEW: That it is farḍ al-

kifāya, as Ibn Baṭṭāl stated based on the 

following ḥādīth. “The right (haqq) of a 

Muslim over another Muslim are five: 

i) Returning salām, 

ii) Visiting the sick, 

iii) Following the funeral bier, 

iv) Accepting the invitation, and 

v) Blessing the one who sneezes”  

(Reported by al-Bukhārī). Thus, if a few 

individuals perform this duty, the rest of 

the community (jamā‘a) is absolved from 

the obligation. 

3.  Is Visiting a Sick Non-

Muslim Permissible? 

Yes. Anas (may Allah be pleased with 

him!) narrated that a Jewish youth, who 

did service to the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), become 

ill and the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) come to visit him 

and sat beside his head. He (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said,  

“Accept Islam!” The youth turned to his 

father who said, “Obey Aba-l Qāsim (i.e. 

Muḥammad).” He embraced Islam, and 

the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) emerged, saying “All 

praise be to Allah who saved him from 

the fire! (Reported by al-Bukhārī). 

Imam al-Nawawi wrote that the scholarly 

consensus is visiting the sick non-Muslim 

is not wājib but is sunna or mubāḥ. 

4. Some Ādāb (“proprieties”) in 

Relation to Visiting the Sick: 

a) Appropriate Time:  

Either in the morning or in the evening 

(see ḥādīth mentioned above under 

‘Excellence of Visiting the Sick’). 

b) Placing the Right Hand on the Sick: 

 Ā’isha bint Sa‘d narrated from her father 

who said, “I complained (of an illness), 

so the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) came to 

visit me, placed his right hand on my 

forehead, and rubbed my chest and 

abdomen, saying ‘Allahummashfi Sa’dan 

wa atim hijratah’” (“O Allah! Restore 

Sa’d’s health and complete his migration” 

(Reported by al-Bukhārī & Abū Dāwūd). 

 

c) Special Du‘ā (“supplication”) for The 

Sick:   

The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, “Whoever visits a 

sick person who is not dying and says on 

his behalf seven (7) times—as’al Allaha 

al-‘aẓīma, rabba-l ‘arshi-l ‘aẓīm, an 

yashfik” (“I ask Allah, the Great, Lord of 

the Trenendous Throne, to restore your 

health”) except that Allah pardons him 

from that illness.” 

 Also the following: 

“Allahumma adhhibil ba’sa rabban nās, 

ishfi antash shāfī, lā shifā’a illā shifā’uk, 

shifā’an lā yaghādiru suqman” (O Allah! 

Dispel the ailment, O Lord of mankind. 

Cure him, for you are the Curer, There is 

no cure except Your Cure – a cure which 

leaves behind no illness” (Reported by 

Abū Dāwūd, al-Nasā’ī, & al-Tirmidhī ). 

 

5. Ādāb in Relation to the Dying       

Person: 

“Whoever dies knowing that there is none 

deserving of worship except Allah shall 

enter al-Janna”  (Reported by Muslim). 

a) Last Words of a Dying Person should 

be: Lā ilāha illa Allah: 

The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: “Remind your 

dying of “Lā ilāha illa Allah” (“There is 

none worthy of worship but Allah”) 

(Reported by al-Jamā‘a). That is, so that 

it would be his or her last words uttered 

before death. “I know a word (kalima)” 

said the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), “which no servant 

(of Allah) says truthfully from his heart—

and dies upon that—except that he is 

forbidden from Hell: Lā ilāha illa Allah.” 
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b) The Dying Person should face the 

Qibla: 

When al-Barā’u b. Ma’roor left 

instructions that he be made to face the 

Qibla (the direction of the Ka‘ba) on his 

deathbed, the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, “He has 

fulfilled the Sunna” (cited in Ibn Hajar’s 

al-Talkhīs).  

LEGAL OPINIONS: 

i) Al-Shāfi‘ī, in one of his ruling, and 

others held that the dying person should 

be placed in a lying position to face 

Qibla. 

ii) Abū Ḥanīfa, al- Shāfi‘ī in another of 

his ruling, and others held that the dying 

person must be laid on his right side to 

face the Qibla. 

PREFERRED VIEW: The view of the 

second group of scholars because it finds 

support from other āḥādīth, such as the 

following:“If you retire to bed, perform 

wudū (‘ablution’) like the wudū for 

Ṣalāh, then lie down on your right side 

and say: “Allahumma innī aslamtu nafsī 
ilayka” (O Allah! I surrender myself to 

you). If you happen to die in your night, 

then you are on the fiṭra (i.e. Islam)” 

(Reported by al-Bukhārī & Muslim) 

 

c) Recital Of Sūra Yā Sīn (Q. 36) over 

the Dying Person: 

The Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, 

“Recite Yā Sīn over your dying ones.” 

(Reported by Abū Dāwūd, Ibn Māja, et 

al). Scholars differ on the authenticity of 

this ḥadīth. Ibn Hibbān authenticated 

whereas ad-Dāraqutnī weakened it. It  

was reported with an unbroken chain of 

narration in the musnad of al-Firdaws that 

the Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, “No one dies—and 

Yā Sīn is recited over him—except that 

Allah makes it easy for him” (cited in al- 

Shawkānī’s Nayl al-Awṭār). 

 

d) Closing The Eyelids Of The Dead:  

The Messenger Of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, “If 

you are there when someone dies, close 

his eyelids, for he sight follows the soul 

and speak good for āmīn” (‘O Allah, 

answer my prayer!’) is said by the angels 

after what his folk might say” (Reported 

by Aḥmad & Ibn Māja). 

LESSONS OF THE ḤADĪTH: 

1. Closing the open eyelids of the 

deceased is a form of respect for the dead. 

Imam an-Nawawi wrote, “Muslims are 

unanimous on it. The wisdom is that his 

appearance (i.e. the deceased) would be 

unsightly if it were not done.” 

 

2. “For the sight follows the Soul”: the 

Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) has revealed to us one of the 

mysteries of the Unseen World (al– 

Ghayb)! The meaning of it, according to 

Imam An-Nawawi, is that when the soul 

leaves the body, the vision follows it, 

looking at where it goes.” There may be 

another scientific or metaphysical 

explanation. Allah knows best. In this 

ḥadīth is also proof that the soul is an 

immaterial, spiritual entity that resides in 

the physical body of a person and that 

upon its departure death occurs.  

 

3. “Speak Good”: It is Sunna to make 

du‘ā, seek forgiveness (istighfār) and so 

forth on behalf of the deceased. The 

ḥadīth informs us also that the angels 

gather around the deceased and say 

“āmīn” following what is said at that 

time. It is un-Islamic to insult the dead. 

“Do not insult the dead for they have 

achieved what they have sent forth (of 

deeds)” (Reported by al-Bukhārī). 

e) Du‘ā for Affliction due to Death of a 

Person: 

Those afflicted by someone’s death 

should say, Innā lillāhi wa innā ilayhi 

rāji‘ūn. Allahumma ajurnī fī muṣībatī wa 

akhlif lī khayran minhā (“Verily, we 

belong to Allah, and to him we return. O 

Allah! Reward me in my affliction and 

follow it up for me with something better 

than it)” (Reported by Muslim). 

 

More āḥādīth on the subject: 

Reported from ‘Amr bn Ḥazm that the 

Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, “Every believer who 

consoles his brother in distress will be 

dressed by Allah in an apparel of honor 

on the Day of Resurrection” (Ibn Māja & 

al-Bayhaqi)  

Umm Salama narrated, “Allah’s 

Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, “When you visit 

someone who is ill or is dying, say good 

things about him. Indeed, the angels 

present say ‘āmīn’ after whatever you 

utter. . . .’  (Aḥmad, Muslim, & others). 

Narrated Anas bn Mālik, “The Prophet 

 said, ‘If anyone performs ablution (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)

well and pays a sick-visit to his brother 

Muslim, seeking his reward from Allah, 

he will be removed a distance of 60 kharīf 
from Hell.’ I asked, ‘What is kharīf?’ He 

replied, “A year” (Reported by Abū 

Dāwūd). 

Abū Hurayra (may Allah be pleased with 

him), narrated that the Messenger of 

Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, “Allah (mighty and 

sublime is He!) will say on the Day of 

Resurrection, ‘O son of Adam, I fell ill 

and you didn’t visit Me.’ He will say, ‘O 

Lord, how could I visit You when You are 

the Lord of the worlds?’ He will say, ‘Did 

you not know that My servant so-and –so 

had fallen ill but you did not visit him? 

Did you not know that had you visited 

him you would have found Me with Him” 

(Reported by Muslim). 


